
Agriculture has deep roots at MHS, dating back to the 
school’s founding. It was woven into the fabric of the 
school’s mission, as outlined in the Deed of Trust. Since 
then, the CTE program area has evolved to reflect modern 
practices, address current challenges, and incorporate 
science-based learning—ensuring students are ready for 
careers in today’s agricultural fields.

Modern MHS Agriculture and Natural Resources classes 
are anchored in the CASE (Curriculum for Agricultural 
Science Education) framework. This rigorous, science-
based curriculum is aligned with the school’s STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, arts, and math) focus 
and delivered through the Agricultural and Environmental 
Education (AEE) program. It equips students with the 
knowledge and experience to lead in fields that are vital 
to our future—from food systems and sustainability to 
environmental stewardship and innovation.

Students engage in immersive, hands-on learning that 
includes aeroponics, hydroponics, crop and orchard 
management, floriculture, and animal care. These activities 
prepare them for careers in the production, processing, 
marketing, distribution, financing, and development of 
agricultural commodities and resources.

As part of their journey, students have the opportunity to 
take NOCTI (National Occupational Competency Testing 
Institute) agricultural exams through Delaware Valley 
University. These nationally-recognized certifications a!rm 
their readiness for real-world success in agri-business—an 
industry growing by more than 2.5 percent.*

*Employment Opportunities for College Graduates in Food, Agriculture, Renewable Natural 
Resources, and the Environment, United States, 2020-2025 by USDA’s National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture and Purdue University
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“I’ve learned how to
maintain animal health, 
and I’m looking at going 
into the veterinary science 
field. Being able to have that 
experience before I exit high 
school and go into college is 
really beneficial.”

— Regina Fox
MHS Student

“



AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES EXAMPLE CAREER 
PATHWAYS
• Agricultural Science

• Drone Operations

STUDENT ORGANIZATION
• Future Farmers of America (FFA)

CORE SKILLS
• Data Analysis

• Complex Problem Solving

• Critical Thinking

• Deductive Reasoning

• Attention to Detail

COLLEGE PARTNERSHIP
• Delaware Valley University

FUTURE CAREER OPTIONS
• High School Diploma:

• Agricultural Worker
• Forest and Conservation
• Grounds Maintenance/Landscaping

• 2-Year Degree:
• Agricultural Technician
• Veterinary Technician
• Precision Agriculture Technician
• Turfgrass/Golf Course Management

Technician

• 4-Year Degree:
• Agricultural Scientist/Agronomist
• Environmental Scientist
• Wildlife Biologist
• Agribusiness

AUTHENTIC WORK
EXPERIENCES
• Internships: 

• MHS Agricultural and Environmental 
Education (AEE) Program

• PSH Comparative Medicine and College of
Medicine

• Hershey Gardens
• ZooAmerica
• Hershey Nursery
• United States Department of Agriculture-

Natural Resources Conservation Service
(USDA-NRCS)

• Local Veterinary Hospitals

• Co-operative Education: 
• MHS AEE Program
• Hershey Gardens
• ZooAmerica
• USDA-NRCS
• Local Veterinary Hospitals

mhskids.org

7 Industry-Recognized
Certifications

Sources: O*Net, Bureau of Labor Statistics Occupational Outlook Handbook

Scan the QR code 
to learn more or visit
mhskids.org/CTE.


