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Why the Spartans?  

Before the Hershey Industrial School Junior-Senior High School opened in 1934, HIS students 
attended Hershey High School, but did not play on its athletic teams. Alumnus Harold Good, HIS 
class of 1936, attended Hershey High School in his freshman and sophomore years and recalls 
that the Hershey Industrial School students played football for the first time for Hershey High in 
the 1933 season to prepare them for their own team the following year. The Hershey public 
school team was first referred to as Trojans in the Choclatier yearbook in 1932.  

When the new HIS Junior-Senior High School opened in 1934, the first football team (pictured 
here) was coached under the leadership of Ralph Hoar, Alfred Gibble, and William Landis. In its 
first game, the HIS football team played to victory over previously undefeated Hummelstown, with 
a score of 6-0. Because there was no league for private schools that first year, the Spartans 
displayed their spirit and athleticism when playing teams of older students from Stevens Trade 
School in Lancaster and their own HIS alumni. They ended the season with a record of seven 
wins, one loss, and one tie and scored a total of 132 points. For the second season in 1935, the 
team played in the Central Pennsylvania Trade School Conference and tied Williamson Trade for 
second place.  

Many people ask when the HIS teams were first referred to as the Spartans. Articles about 
various sports teams for the 1934-35 academic year in the student-written and produced School 
Industrialist refer to the teams as “The Brown and Gold” or “Pat’s Passers.” The term “Spartans” 
first appears in print in the October 1935 issue with coverage of the football games, and this 
explanation of the name: “The new name for the athletic teams is the ‘Spartans.’ It was selected 
by the popular vote of the student body.”  

In his 1962 doctoral dissertation, former Vice President and Headmaster Dr. Richard Rudisill 
questioned retired Junior-Senior High School Principal, W. Allen Hammond about the Spartan 
name. Rudisill stated that, “The first football team was nicknamed ‘The Spartans’ because of its 
rugged and excellent power plays. ‘So great was their fortitude,’ said Hammond, ‘backed by self-
imposed, rigorous discipline, that all opponents felt their undaunted spirit and all ‘home boys’ 
were proud to be called Spartans.’”  
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Although the official definition of Spartan supports Hammond’s description as “rigorously self-
disciplined or self-restrained” and “courageous in the face of pain, danger, or adversity,” not 
everyone agreed with the name. Alumnus James Wolf, class of 1938, remembers that his ninth- 
grade Social Studies teacher objected to the Spartan name; Mr. Mumma felt that certain aspects 
of this ancient culture were not ones to be emulated. Wolf recollects Mr. Hammond coming to his 
classroom and having a chat with Mr. Mumma. Apparently, they worked through their differences 
and, except for one season missed in 1942 because of the Second World War, the Milton 
Hershey football tradition carries on with fortitude and undaunted spirit.  

The mission of the Milton Hershey School remains true to the ideas upon which it was 
founded in 1909: to nurture and educate children in social and financial need to lead 
fulfilling and productive lives. The Department of School History actively collects, 
preserves, and interprets the history of Milton Hershey School. For more information 
about Milton Hershey School and its history, please visit us at www.mhskids.org. 

	  


